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School of Computer Science and Statistics



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

School of Computer Science and Statistics
Formed in 2005 

Department of Computer Science (1969) 

Department of Statistics (1965) 

One of the largest schools in 
Trinity College Dublin 

70 faculty members (academics) 

over 900 undergraduate students 

over 300 postgraduate students 

over 150 PhD students 

Ranked no 1 in Ireland for 
Computer Science
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Teaching

Undergraduate 

Computer Science (Joint Honours “JH”) 
with Business, Economics, Geography, or Linguistics 

Computer Science (Single Honours “ICS”) 

Management Science and Information 
Systems Studies (“MSISS”) 

Computer Science, Linguistics and a 
Language (CSLL) 

(Computer) Engineering
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Postgraduate 

MSc in Computer Science 

MSc in Interactive Digital Media  

MSc in Statistics and Sustainability 

PG Cert in Statistics and Sustainability 

PhD in Computer Science



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Who we are

Head of the School of Computer Science and Statistics 
Prof Gregory O’Hare 

Director of Undergraduate Teaching and Learning 
Dr Kenneth Dawson-Howe 

Director, Computer Science Joint Honours Programme 
Dr Jonathan Dukes jdukes@tcd.ie 

Executive Officer, SCSS Teaching Unit 
Luiza Tortora teaching-unit@rt.scss.tcd.ie 

https://www.tcd.ie/scss/people/ 
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Where we are 6
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Joint Honours 
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Alternative formats of this handbook can be made available on 
request. Contact teaching-unit@rt.scss.tcd.ie for details. 
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School of Computer Science and Statistics 

Undergraduate 
Handbook   
25/26

All SCSS 
Undergraduate

?
Your other 

subject

https://teaching.scss.tcd.ie/joint-honors-computer-science/

Trinity College Dublin 
 

2025 

The  University  of  Dublin 
TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN 

Calendar 
 

   

 2025 — 26  

   

PART II 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES 

(Information on general information is contained in Part I and information on 
graduate studies and higher degrees is contained in Part III.) 

 

Made pursuant to section 10 of the Introduction Chapter of the Consolidated 
Statutes of Trinity College Dublin and of the University of Dublin, 2010. 

 
 

“Calendar”

https://www.tcd.ie/calendar
https://teaching.scss.tcd.ie/joint-honors-computer-science/


Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Joint Honours Office / UCAO

https://www.tcd.ie/tjh/ 

“Undergraduate Common Architecture Office” or UCAO 

Administration of the Joint Honours degree programme 

Coordination of Joint Honours subjects 

Processing and publishing results 

Student JH pathway and elective module selection (incl change of pathway requests) 

Appeals 

… 

joint.honours@tcd.ie 
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Computer Science Joint Honours Programme 9

Computer Science Joint Honours Orientation

Major with Minor Option A 
(continue Minor in Year 4) 

Major with Minor Option B 
(complete Minor in Year 3)

Not possible with 
Computer Science



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Computer Science Joint Honours Programme 10
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Computer Science 
30 credits

Other Subject 
30 credits

Year 1 
Junior Freshman

= 60 
ECTS credits

Computer Science 
20 or 40 credits

Other Subject 
40 or 20 credits

Open Modules 
Trinity Electives 
0 or 20 credits

Year 2 
Senior Freshman

= 60 
ECTS credits

Computer Science 
40 (major A) or 30 (joint, major/minor B) 

or 20 (minor A) credits

Other Subject 
20 (minor A) or 30 (joint, minor/major B) 

or 40 (major A) credits

Year 3 
Junior Sophister = 60 

ECTS credits

Computer Science 
20 (joint, major/minor A) or 
40 (major B) or 0 (minor B) 

credits

Other Subject 
0 (minor B) or 20 (joint, minor/

major A) or 40 (major B) 
credits

Capstone 20 credits 
(major subject or either 

subject on joint pathway)
Year 4 

Senior Sophister
= 60 
ECTS credits



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Progression (year to year)

To pass a year and progress to the next year, you must … 

pass all modules (60 credits) OR 

pass modules worth 50 credits with a mark no lower than 35% in remaining 10 credits 
(“pass by compensation”) 

See handbook and College Calendar for complete regulations 
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Year 1 Computer Science Modules (30 credits)

Semester 1 (Michaelmas Term, September to December) 

CSU11001 Mathematics I (5 credits) 

CSU11011 Introduction to Programming I (5 credits) 

CSU11021 Introduction to Computing I (5 credits) 

Semester 2 (Hilary Term, January to April) 

STU11001 Statistics Analysis I OR CSU11022 Introduction to Computing II (5 credits) 

CSU11012 Introduction to Programming II (5 credits) 

CSU11013 Programming Project (5 credits)
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Study Abroad
Erasmus or International Exchange 

See https://www.tcd.ie/scss/study-abroad/outbound-students/ 

Apply during Year 2 

But start investigating in Year 1!! and work to achieve the required standard 

For students studying Computer Science … 

updated policy with more details to follow – the following can be taken as guidance… 

to apply in Year 2, must have achieved a II.1 result (>= 60%) at your first attempt at Year 1 
assessments with no reassessments required 

to proceed with placement, must achieve a II.1 result (>= 60%) at your first attempt at Year 
2 assessments with no reassessments required (if you defer assessments, you must have >= 
60% in modules not deferred) 

different requirements may apply for your other subject – check with your other school 
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Transition to University
Workload 

one 5 credit module = 100 to 125 hours of your time (but not “one size fits all”) 

attending lectures, labs and tutorials (with us) 

studying material, completing coursework, … (your own time) 

Fast pace 

take action quickly if you think you might be falling behind 

e.g. in week 5 you think you might be falling behind in material from week 4 – week 5 is the time to take action!! 

modules move quickly from one topic to the next (and in computer science, many topics are cumulative) 

thoroughly review the material, look for help in class (labs, tutorials), contact the lecturer 

Less oversight 

your responsibility to periodically review your own progress 

don’t wait for someone to tell you that you are falling behind!! 
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Studying Computer Science
Lectures 

in-person, sometimes with supporting videos 

Labs and Tutorials 

practical exercises, assistance from “Demonstrators” or “TAs” 

“Demonstrators” are senior undergraduate students or postgraduate students who assist the lecturer during 
labs or tutorials and sometimes grade student work 

may have mandatory, tracked attendance (follow lecturer instructions) 

Coursework / Continuous Assessment 

often for credit (counts towards your result) 

often as an aid for learning (just as important! and strong correlation with success) 

deadlines are real and there may be penalties for missing them 

follow lecturer guidance on use of Generative AI 

be aware that using Generative AI might lead to over-confidence that negatively effects learning

15

Computer Science Joint Honours Orientation



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Computer Labs

Main computer labs for Computer Science undergraduates will be: 

NEW!! Martin Naughton Learning Foundry Digital Media Labs 

Shared with Engineering and Natural Science students 

8x 36 seat labs over 3 floors (1st, 2nd, 3rd floors) 

Look for e.g. “3.007”, “2.009”, “1.008” on your timetable 

“Open Access” – free for you to use when no scheduled class is taking place 

Operated by College IT Services – help from itservicedesk@tcd.ie 

Also … 

SCSS Computer Labs in O’Reilly Institute (LG35/LG36/LG37) operated by SCSS 

General College “public access computer rooms” operated by College IT Services 
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Monday to Thursday 8am to 9pm

Friday 8am to 10pm

Saturday 9am to 2pm

mailto:itservicedesk@tcd.ie


Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Attendance
You must attend all lectures, laboratories, tutorials, and other sessions 
related to your program 

Contact your lecturer if you will miss a class (or miss a deadline) where 
attendance is recorded and/or where you would lose marks 

If you need to explain an absence on medical grounds, provide a 
“medical certificate” from a GP or hospital 

Sometimes you might just have to take the hit! 
(debs, pre-rebooked travel, etc.) 

Check the regulations in your handbook (CS Joint Honours and 
SCSS Undergraduate Handbooks) 

Strong correlation between attendance/engagement and results

17
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Academic Integrity
When you submit work you are implying that it is your own work 

DO indicate where you received help from someone (other than an instructor) 

DO indicate where you have used other sources of information (e.g. websites or text books) 

DO NOT share your work with other students – in your year or any other year 

DO discuss your work with each other 

DO expect us to use plagiarism detection tools or ask you to explain your work

18
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Taking credit for someone else’s work without giving 
them due recognition is a serious academic offence

It is assumed that you have read 
https://libguides.tcd.ie/academic-integrity

https://libguides.tcd.ie/academic-integrity


Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Academic Integrity and Generative AI

Follow the guidance for individual modules 

Familiarise yourself with Generative AI 

Study College’s Generative AI Guide  

Underlying principle: main intellectual content must be work done by 
you and product of Generative AI must be acknowledged
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Keeping informed

Email “MyZone” We assume that you will check your email regularly 

Blackboard Module learning material, assessment instructions, 
module announcements, assignment submissions, tests, … 

https://teaching.scss.tcd.ie contains information for current 
Computer Science students, including module descriptions … 

… and your handbooks!!
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Trinity’s Academic Year
https://www.tcd.ie/calendar/  

Term Dates (start/end of teaching) 

Study Week 

Assessment windows (approximate start/
end of examinations) 

Your lecturers won’t know the date/time/
venue for their exam until around the time 
that you know it!! 
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Trinity College Dublin

Academic Year Calendar 
2026/27

The University of Dublin

Academic 
Calendar Week

Week 
beginning Term / Semester

UG continuing years / PG all years UG new first years

1 31-Aug-26 Marking/Results 2025/26 ←Michaelmas Term begins/Semester 1 begins 

2 07-Sep-26 Marking/Results and Orientation (PG, Visiting, Erasmus)

3 14-Sep-26 Teaching and Learning Orientation (JF UG) ←Michaelmas teaching term begins 

4 21-Sep-26 Teaching and Learning  Teaching and Learning  

5 28-Sep-26 Teaching and Learning  Teaching and Learning  

6 05-Oct-26 Teaching and Learning Teaching and Learning 

7 12-Oct-26 Teaching and Learning  Teaching and Learning  

8 19-Oct-26 Teaching and Learning  Teaching and Learning  

9 26-Oct-26 Study/Review (Monday, Public Holiday) Study/Review (Monday, Public Holiday)

10 02-Nov-26 Teaching and Learning Teaching and Learning

11 09-Nov-26 Teaching and Learning  Teaching and Learning  

12 16-Nov-26 Teaching and Learning Teaching and Learning 

13 23-Nov-26 Teaching and Learning  Teaching and Learning  

14 30-Nov-26 Teaching and Learning Teaching and Learning 

15 07-Dec-26 Revision / Assessment* Revision / Assessment*

16 14-Dec-26 Assessment* Assessment* ←Michaelmas Term ends Sunday 20 December 2026/Semester 1 ends

17 21-Dec-26 Assessment* / Christmas Assessment*/ Christmas

18 28-Dec-26 Christmas Period  - College closed 
24 December 2026 to 3 January 2027 inclusive

Christmas Period  - College closed 
24 December 2026 to 3 January 2027 inclusive

19 04-Jan-27 Foundation Scholarship Examinations Foundation Scholarship Examinations

20 11-Jan-27 Marking*** Marking***  

21 18-Jan-27 Teaching and Learning Teaching and Learning ←Hilary Term begins/Semester 2 begins; Hilary teaching term begins

22 25-Jan-27 Teaching and Learning Teaching and Learning

23 01-Feb-27 Teaching and Learning (Monday, Public Holiday) Teaching and Learning (Monday, Public Holiday)

24 08-Feb-27 Teaching and Learning Teaching and Learning

25 15-Feb-27 Teaching and Learning Teaching and Learning

26 22-Feb-27 Teaching and Learning Teaching and Learning 

27 01-Mar-27 Study/Review Study/Review

28 08-Mar-27 Teaching and Learning Teaching and Learning

29 15-Mar-27 Teaching and Learning (Wednesday, Public Holiday) Teaching and Learning (Wednesday, Public Holiday)

30 22-Mar-27 Teaching and Learning (Friday, Good Friday) Teaching and Learning (Friday, Good Friday)

31 29-Mar-27 Teaching and Learning (Monday, Easter Monday) Teaching and Learning (Monday, Easter Monday)

32 05-Apr-27 Teaching and Learning Teaching and Learning

33 12-Apr-27 Revision Revision

34 19-Apr-27  Assessment**  Assessment** ←Hilary Term ends Sunday 25 April 2027

35 26-Apr-27  Trinity Week (Monday, Trinity Monday) / Assessment**  Trinity Week (Monday, Trinity Monday) / Assessment** ←Trinity Term begins

36 03-May-27 Marking/Results (Monday, Public Holiday) Marking/Results (Monday, Public Holiday)

37 10-May-27 Marking/Results Marking/Results

38 17-May-27 Marking/Results Marking/Results

39 24-May-27 Research Research

40 31-May-27 Research Research ←Trinity Term ends Sunday 6 June 2027/Semester 2 ends

41 07-Jun-27 Research (Monday, Public Holiday) Research (Monday, Public Holiday)

42 14-Jun-27 Research Research

43 21-Jun-27 Research Research

44 28-Jun-27 Research Research

45 05-Jul-27 Research Research

46 12-Jul-27 Research Research

47 19-Jul-27 Research Research

48 26-Jul-27 Research Research

49 02-Aug-27 Research (Monday, Public Holiday) Research (Monday, Public Holiday)

50 09-Aug-27 Research Research

51 16-Aug-27 Research Research

52 23-Aug-27 Reassessment 2026/27 - Semesters 1 & 2 Reassessment 2026/27 - Semesters 1 & 2

2026/27 Academic Year Calendar 

 *  Semester 1 assessment session: December 11 to 22, 2026 inclusive (No assessment after Dec 22nd)

** Semester 2 assessment session: April 19 to 30, 2027 inclusive

*** Marking of Semester 1 assessments will continue into January and early February. Provisional Semester 1 results will be made available to students during the week commencing February 8, 2027

CTU Page 1 of 1 Last updated: 13/06/2025

https://www.tcd.ie/calendar/


Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Computer Accounts and Passwords
College-level services provided by 

IT Services for everyone 

e.g. 

Blackboard, MyZone email, 
https://my.tcd.ie, … 

College Computer Labs 
(and Learning Foundry Digital Media Labs) 

WiFi 

Contact the IT Services Helpdesk 

itservicedesk@tcd.ie 

tel: +353 (1) 896 2000 

https://www.tcd.ie/itservices  

https://assist.tcd.ie/ 

22

Computer Science Joint Honours Orientation

Services provided by SCSS 
for CS students 

e.g. 

Coder, Submitty, GitLab, xxx.scss.tcd.ie 

SCSS Computer Labs 
(ORIxxx, Trinity Central, LBxxx, NOT Learning Foundry) 

SCSS VPN (“Virtual Private Network”, secure remote 
access to SCSS services) 

Contact SCSS Systems Support 

help@rt.scss.tcd.ie  

https://support.scss.tcd.ie  

https://teaching.scss.tcd.ie  

https://secure.scss.tcd.ie (SCSS password management)

https://my.tcd.ie
mailto:itservicedesk@tcd.ie
https://www.tcd.ie/itservices
https://assist.tcd.ie/
mailto:help@rt.scss.tcd.ie
https://support.scss.tcd.ie
https://teaching.scss.tcd.ie
https://secure.scss.tcd.ie


Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Help!
Your Lecturers for concerns about a specific module 

Your Course Director (me!) for concerns about your degree programme 

Your College Tutor 

Every undergraduate student is assigned a Tutor 

Might be one of your lecturers (or might be from a different school entirely) 

Concern about any aspect of College life or personal life, particularly if it is affecting your academic work 

Or just need advice about some aspect of College 

Confidential (no disclosure inside or outside College without your permission) 

Will often help to connect you with other College services 

Also S2S Mentors, Students Union (class reps, education officer), College Health 
Service, Student Counselling, disAbility Service, Student Learning Development, … 

If you need help, ask someone. Anyone. Don’t wait.
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Academic Registry 
Trinity’s central hub for academic administration 

Application and admissions enquiries (including transfers) 

Registration and ID cards 

Fees and payments 

Exam timetables 

Access to my.tcd.ie portal 

Forms required for social welfare (e.g. child benefit), SUSI, J1 visas, etc. 

Proof of registration, fee payment, etc. 

… 

and Graduation!! 

https://www.tcd.ie/academicregistry/ 
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http://my.tcd.ie
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Student Societies (examples)

Dublin University Computer Science Sociaty (DUCSS) 

Netsoc (Internet Society) 

Trinity Entrepreneurial Society 

Trinity Student Managed Fund 

Formula Trinity
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Everything Else

Timetables Trinity Live app or https://my.tcd.ie  

Questions?
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